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Lenin worked tirelessly and perseveringly to muster the political army of
the revolution, carefully preparing it for the impending battles and sMlfoily
avoiding premature conflicts. On July 16 and 17, the workers and soldiers
of Petrograd came out on their own initiative in a demonstration demanding
the transfer of all power to the Soviets; but the Bolsheviks succeeded in
keeping- the movement within peaceful and organized bounds. Skilfully
manoeuvring, Lenin and Stalin avoided a premature battle under unfavour-
able conditions;, and gave the bourgeoisie no pretest for drowning the move-
ment of the workers and peasants in blood.

Taking advantage of the July events, the counter-revolution passed to the
offensive. The government began to break up the Bolshevik Party and to
arrest its active workers. On the Nevsky Prospect, a Bolshevik worker,
named Voinov, who was distributing the Bolshevik paper Listok Pravdiy was
killed in broad daylight by cadets. On the night of July 17, the editorial
offices of Pravda were wrecked by cadets. Lenin escaped death by sheer
accident: he had left the premises half an hour before the raid began.

A fierce campaign was launched against the Bolsheviks and their leaders.
Lenin was falsely accused of being a spy in the pay of Germany, and the
"evidence" of provocateurs was brought forward to prove it. But Lenin
regarded the fury of the enemies of the revolution and of the people as proof
that he was on the right road. He was fond of repeating the words of

Nekrassov:       -   _  ,        ,        .      ~             .

',   We near the voice of approbation

Not in dulcet sounds of praise,
,,   But in savage howls and vituperation.

The Provisional Government issued a warrant for Lenin's arrest and put
a big price on his head. Already in June, the bourgeois League to Combat
Bolshevism had passed a resolution to assassinate Lenin; and now cadets,
army officers, spies and provocateurs were scouring the city in search of hurt.

But the BolsheYik Party went underground, and of course it took care
to keep its leader Lenin in safe hiding.

Lenin owed his life largely to the vigilance of Stalin and Sverdlov. On
July 20, the cadets broke into the apartment where Lenin lived, but their
quarry had gone. On July 18, Sverdlov had warned Lenin of the approach-
ing danger, and that very morning he went into hiding. For two days Lenin
went from one^hiding place to another. On July 19, he attended a meeting
of the Petrograd Committee of the Party, which was held in the watchman's
hut at the Renault Works.

On July 20, Lenin was already in a more reliable hiding place, in the house
of an old Bolshevik worker named AUiluyev. He was given the same room
in which Stalin subsequently lived, from August to October 1917.

But even this place was not entirely secure, and so on the night of July 24,
Stalin, took Lenin to the house of another worker, situated near the wayside
station Razliv. Before leaving Lenin shayed off his beard and clipped his
moustaches and became unrecognizable. For several days' lie Sid in the
attic of this house at Razliv, but later he lived in a shack built on the shore of
the lake nearby. When tjie cold weather set in, at the end of August, Stalin
arranged for Lenin to go to Finland. Wearing a wig and carrying a passport
belonging to a labourer, he crossed the Finnish frontier on-the footplate of a
locomotive in the guise of a stoker. First he lived in the village of YalMa^
and later in Hdsingfors. He was placed under the protection of the Finnish
Bolsheviks.